
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 31 October 2019] 

 p8743c-8743c 
Mr Tony Krsticevic 

 [1] 

STREET FRIENDS WA 

Statement by Member for Carine 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [12.54 pm]: I rise to promote the work of Michelle Dunlop and the volunteer 
group that she founded in 2007, Street Friends WA. What began as a personal mission to hand out blankets and 
bakery items has now grown into a large and vibrant community of volunteers dedicated to helping make life a little 
more comfortable for those suffering homelessness in Perth. The volunteers sort through donations, prepare meals, 
arrange fundraisers and seek out important service providers. Every Thursday evening at the corner of Pier Street 
and Wellington Street, people distribute food, toiletries, clothing and warm provisions to people from all over the 
metropolitan area. After 12 years of service, the community has come to rely on Street Friends for not only basic 
human requirements, like food, clothing and blankets, but also kindness, respect, understanding and support. Michelle 
was the recipient of the 2017 WA People’s Choice Spirit of Volunteering Award for her years of dedicated service 
to the homeless of Western Australia. Street Friends’ selfless volunteers receive no financial support from either 
the City of Perth or the state government. Catering for the number of homeless people who access charitable 
services each week takes a lot of organising. No financial assistance has been offered by the government to those 
who provide the basic necessities for survival on the streets. This should not be left to voluntary charities with no 
funding. Michelle has had to make the painful decision to cease providing food, but Street Friends will continue 
to supply other basic needs. I congratulate Michelle and her team of volunteers for making a real difference. 
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